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OF ‘TEMPORARY’ VISIT 


since March, 
“temporary” visitor, according to the 


raised eight months earlier by POAU 
The reply was signed by Homer M. 

Byington, Jr., director of the Office 
of Western European Affairs, who 

explained that it had been delayed 

because of the “extensive research” 

required to answer Archer’s letter. 

Even so, Byington’s “reply” raised 
as many "questions as it answered. 


Although the State Department 
took its time in replying to the ques- 
tions, no amount of “research” could 
lessen the difficulty of explaining the 
alien prelate’s business in the United 
States, or his precise “diplomatic” 
status. In order to make sense out of 
Byington’s explanation, one must not 
only swallow the fiction that a man 
can be in a country “temporarily” 
for more than 19 years, but also ac- 
cept the idea that the Archbishop is 
one-half of a “diplomat.” “Arch- 
bishop Cicognani is in possession of 
a Vatican diplomatic passport, and 

a ‘diplomatic’ visa has been 
stamped in his passport,” wrote By- 
ington. But the 1952 National 
Catholic Almanac defines ‘Apostolic 
Delegates” as ‘“Non-diplomatic leg- 
ates sent to foreign countries to 
watch over the conditions of the 
Church in the State” (page 107—-see 
reproduction here). The same alma- 
hac, on page 218, notes: “. .. When 
countries have diplomatic relations 
with the Holy See he [the Apostolic 
Delegate] has a diplomatic charac- 
ter, otherwise purely ecclesiastical. 
...” (see reproduction here). How, 
then, can the U. S. State Department 
accord a “diplomatic” status to an 





APOSTOLIC DELEGATE IN 20TH YEAR 


TO AMERICA 


The Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani has been in the United States 
1933, as the Vatican’s Apostolic Delegate—but only as a 


U. S. State Department! This was 


revealed in a recent State Department letter purporting to answer questions 


Executive Director Glenn L. Archer. 





ecclesiastic who does not have that 
status even according to the defini- 
tion of the Roman Catholic _hier- 
archy itself? 


Reply 


The correspondence on this ques- 
tion began on September 13, 1951, 
when Archer wrote to Secretary of 
State Acheson to inquire about Arch- 
bishop Cicognani’s status. After con- 
siderable delay, POAU sent several 
follow-up letters, and finally received 
Byington’s May 8 reply, which is 
quoted here almost in its entirety: 

“Neither the Department of State, nor 
any other government agency now extends 
to Archbishop Cicognani the use of United 
States diplomatic or official pouch facil- 
ities for any purpose. During the war, 


(Continued on page 7) 


jurisdiction, whereas © of the aposties was 
universal. 


Apestetto Delegate — The represen- 
tative of the pope who watches over and in- 


forms His Holiness of the state of the Church 
im a certain territory. When countries have 


diplomatic relations with the Holy See he 
has a diplomatic character, otherwise purely 
oudiodeniod. He precedes all ordinaries in 
his territory exceptirg cardinals. 

Apostolic indulgences. — Indulgences 
attached to 6g 





Colorado School 
Decision Near 


Final briefs were submitted re- 
cently to Logan County (Colorado) 
District Judge George C. Twombley 
in a suit to stop payment of public 
funds to St. Peter’s “public’’-paro- 
chial school at Fleming. The case 
dates back to September, 1949, when 
W. E. Outcault of Sterling initiated 
the court action (Church and State 
Newsletter, October, 1949, and Jan- 
uary and April, 1950). 

According to Outcault, attendance 
at St. Peter’s as a “public” school 
was forced on pupils by district 
school directors who shut down actual 
public school facilities in 1947 and 
1948. Since then, the plaintiff al- 
leges, garbed nuns have taught reli- 
gious doctrine at public expense, and 
Roman Catholic authorities have re- 
ceived a rental from the state for the 
use of St. Peter’s parochial school as 
a “public” school. 

Outcault’s attorney, David Rosner, 
is seeking a declaratory judgment 
that the practice violates the state 
constitution. The defense attorney, 
Charles A. Murdock, claims that it is 
legal for garbed nuns to serve as pub- 
lic school teachers, and also legal for 
the state to rent parochial school fa- 
cilities. (In March, 1950, Judge 
Twombley ordered County Treasurer 
W. F. Alexander to continue paying 
two nuns’ salaries pending a ruling 
on the basic issues of the suit.) 

The outcome of this case will hold 
significance for authorities in other 
parts of Colorado and in other states 
where similar practices are in effect. 


postolic egates agreser Ae hemor canes pour to foreign countries to watch 
over the conditions of the Church in the State. 











Segura Backs Down After 
Franco Appeals to Pope 


Setting out to prove that he is more Catholic than the Primate of Spain, 
Dictator Francisco Franco recently appealed to Pope Pius XII to silence 
Pedro Cardinal Segura y Saenz, who had been fulminating violently against 
the government for alleged “softness” to Protestantism. However, when 
Cardinal Segura learned that the Generalissimo himself was carrying the 


matter to the Pope, he abruptly 
ceased his criticisms of the regime, 
thereby saving the Pope from the 
embarrassing duty of having to me- 
diate between two favorite sons of 
the Church. 

The sequence of events was as fol- 
lows: On March 10, Cardinal Segura, 
Archbishop of Seville, issued a pas- 
toral letter criticizing the government 
for allowing “Protestant proselytizing 

. . to press openly for religious free- 
dom in our country” as the price of 
U. S. military and economic aid to 
Spain. (Actually, the United States 
Government has attached no strings 
to its aid to Franco.—Editor’s Note.) 
On March 12, the Falangist party 
newspaper, Arriba, assured the Car- 
dinal that the government was not 
guilty of “leniency” to Protestants 
and that the 1945 Charter of the 
Spanish People, drafted “in full 
agreement with the Holy See,” would 
continue to be strictly observed. Two 
days later, the Roman Catholic daily, 
Ya, proclaimed editorially that “the 
faithfulness of our Catholic con- 
science will never bend nor cede,” 
and that restrictions on non-Catholic 
religious activities would remain in 
full force. Nevertheless, Cardinal 
Segura refused to be mollified, and 
renewed his public criticisms of the 
regime. 


The Last Straw 


Matters were brought to a head on 
May 1 when the Archbishop’s official 
Bulletin published the full text of an 
April 17 pastoral admonition accus- 
ing government censors of “mutilat- 
ing” his utterances. Generalissimo 
Franco promptly ordered government 
officials to draft a protest for sub- 
mission to the Pope, asking him to 
curb Cardinal Segura’s “unwarrant- 
ed” attacks on the government (story 
by Camille M. Cianfarra in New 
York Times, May 5). When the 
Cardinal learned that Franco himself 
had taken this step, he suppressed his 
own words by instructing his clerical 
subordinates “not to speak any more” 
about his latest statement. Catholic 
circles explained the Primate’s about- 
face by pointing out that Franco “‘has 
personally shown deep respect for the 
Catholic Church since his advent to 
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power,” and that Cardinal Segura’s 
quarrel was only with Falangist lead- 
ers of uncertain faith, not with the 
dictator himself (Cianfarra, New 
York Times, May 6). 


U. S. Complications 


Actually, Franco was forced to 
move against the Cardinal because the 
latter’s frankness was creating bad 
publicity for Spain in other nations of 
the world. One evidence of this was 
the reaction in the American Catholic 
publications, America and the /ndt- 
ana Catholic and Record—particu- 
larly the latter—to Cardinal Segura’s 
blasts. The Indianapolis diocesan 
organ observed: “Catholic writers 
who have been painfully explaining 
that religious freedom, of a Spanish 
sort, exists in Spain, will certainly be 
embarrassed by the Cardinai’s blunt 
admission that religious freedom is an 
evil to be avoided at all costs... .,” 
and concluded that “‘it is high time to 
admit that Spain is quite a bit behind 
the times . . . roughly four centuries. 

At this point, Ecclesia, official or- 
gan of Spanish Catholic Action, re- 
newed the fray. “The Spanish prel- 
ates and theologians,” Ecclesia re- 
torted indignantly, “do not rescind 
from political philosophy, but main- 
tain that Catholics, in fields affecting 
state and church relations and reli- 
gious freedom, must conform more 
with theology and papal encyclicals 
than with political philosophy, which 
needs to be enlightened by theolo- 
gians in such delicate matters.” The 
Spanish Catholic newspaper warned 
its American counterparts to beware 
of the error of “irenics [making con- 
ciliatory efforts], condemned by His 
Holiness Pius XII in his recent en- 
cyclical Aumani generis.” The two 
American Catholic weeklies, Ecclesia 
declared, are published in a country 
which is itself behind the times in 
combating Communism, whereas 
Spain has declined to grant “full re- 
ligious and political freedom,” which 
would make Communism legal. Ac- 
cording to Ecclesia, Spain had clear- 
ly seen the Protestant danger before 
anyone else since the Sixteenth Cen- 


(Continued on next page) 


COVERT TACTICS URGED 
FOR VATICAN MISSION 


Advocates of U. S. diplomatic re. 
lations with the Vatican are still ex. 
pressing chagrin over what they term 
the Administration’s “blundering” 
action in openly seeking $70,000 to 
pay for a “small mission” to the 
Pope, a request which was denied by 
Congress recently after floor debate 
on the State Department’s pro 
budget. ‘The $70,000 could have 
been picked up somewhere” out of the 
$79,000,000 lump-sum allocation 
called for in the total budget, one 
member of the House Appropriations 
Committee is reported to have said, 

State Department officials are 
themselves rueful over the incident, 
and will doubtless keep the Congress. 
man’s advice in mind as they seek to 
renew diplomatic ties with the Vati- 
can in the future. Explaining the 
$70,000 item, a spokesman said: “It 
got in there somewhere in the prep- 
aration of the budget estimates and 
nobody took it out. They probably 
thought it was so small nobody would 
be concerned about it.’ 

As a matter of fact, the $70,000 
appropriation might have slipped 
through anyway had not the United 
Press taken note of it briefly in a 
general story on the State Depart- 
ment bill, and had not POAU and 
other interested groups gone into im- 
mediate action on the issue (Church 
and State Newsletter, April and May, 
1952). 

All believers in separation of 
church and state must now remain on 
guard to see that some government 
agency does not “pick up somewhere” 
the funds for a Vatican mission which 
an aroused American public has de- 
cisively rejected. POAU will con- 
tinue to stand firm against any new 
form of church-state alliance in the 
diplomatic field. 
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| NEWS From Far and Near | 


@ Spokesmen for the Church of England clashed recently with leaders 
of the Congregational Union in Australia over proposals by the former 
that the government should pay church secondary schools one-half of what 
it would cost to educate each student at a public school, one-half of the cost 
of constructing new church school buildings, and also permit parents to de- 
duct from their income tax returns all church school tuition payments. In 
making the proposals, the Council of the Melbourne Diocese of the Church 
of England said that it was limiting the demands to church schools on the 
secondary level because of the rapidly rising costs at that level as compared 
with elementary schools, and because “in this way no denomination would 
obtain an undue preponderance of aid.” But the Rev. Walter Albiston, 
secretary of the Congregational Union, said that Congregationalists would 
regard state aid as subsidization of religious teaching and a violation of the 
principle of separation of church and state. 


@ A “released time” program was approved recently by the 
school board at Pittsfield, Mass., without debate, although only 
Roman Catholic churches appeared ready to participate. Prot- 
estant and Jewish leaders represented in the local Council of 
Churches withdrew their formal opposition to the plan after the 
April 28 Supreme Court decision upholding the New York system 
of “released time,” but voted not to participate themselves during 
the coming school year. The Massachusetts enabling law provides 
no definition of “religion” or “duly constituted religious groups,” 
nor does it call for the keeping of attendance records for the “re- 
leased” pupils. 

@ This year, St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church of Baton Rouge, La., 
may not get the usual $100 in public funds which it has been getting annually 
for the past 100 years to maintain its church clock. City Councilmen 
split evenly on the question after Richard C. Cadwallader opposed the grant 
on constitutional grounds. 


@ Church organizations and religious groups may apply for 
licenses to operate radio stations on the same basis as any other 
groups, the Federal Communications Commission ruled recently. 


@ All Montreal department stores, with one exception, remained open on 
Ascension Day in defiance of a recent city by-law requiring them to close 
on that and five other Roman Catholic holy days. The stores are seeking 
a court test on the by-law’s constitutionality. 

@ Myron C. Taylor, former “Personal Representative of the 
President” at the Vatican, sailed for Europe recently on his way 
to Paris to carry out what he called an “unofficial mission.” About 
a week before his departure, he had conferred with President Tru- 
man at the White House. 

@ Current critics of the public schools for alleged “irreligion” are working 
towards a “great reappraisal of, and threat to, some of the most valuable 
features of public education,” Dr. Hollis L. Caswell, dean of Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, declared recently as he gave the twenty-fourth 
Steinmetz Memorial Lecture at Union College. “If the thousands of immi- 
grant families who poured into this country had sent their children to paro- 
chial schools, each with others of their own faith,” Dr. Caswell said, “I be- 
lieve it would have slowed their assimilation immeasurably.” The public 
schools, he declared, serve to bring together persons of diverse backgrounds 
on a basis of equality, but this function is endangered when attempts are 
made to propagate religion in the public classrooms. “This is an area in 
which it would be easy for the majority of parents to infringe on the religious 
freedom of the few,” the educator warned. He also noted that it would 
be “intolerable” to force parents whose beliefs required parochial education 
to send their children to public schools, if they were willing to support 
teligious schools that met educational standards. 

@ Two bills recently introduced by Congressman John W. Mc- 
Cormack of Massachusetts (H. R. 7607 and 7608), would extend 
tax exemption to profit-making corporations which help support 
non-profit and religious schools, hospitals, or other charitable in- 
stitutions. No action is expected on the bills during this session. 
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Dr. Turck to Address 
5th POAU Conference 


POAU’s Fifth National Conference 
on Church and State will be held in 
Washington, D. C., on January 14 and 
15, 1953, with Dr. Charles j. Turck, 
president of Macalester College, St. 
Paul, Minn., delivering the principal 
ave on january 15 at Constitution 

all. 

A brief but outstanding portion of 
the program will be devoted to a 
musical presentation under the direc- 
tion of the distinguished baritone, 
Fague Springmann. Singers from more 
than 100 Washington-area churches 
are expected to participate in an un- 
usual performance. 











Admiral Fitz Succeeds 
James Watt on Board 


Admiral Harold C. Fitz, United 
States Navy (Ret.), was recently 
elected a member of POAU’s board 
of trustees to succeed James Watt, 
manager of the Washington office of 
the Christian Science Committee on 
Publication, who resigned because of 
pressure of his official duties. 

Mr. Watt, who had been one of the 
early leaders of POAU, said that his 
resignation was tendered “with sincere 
regret and with much appreciation of 
the fine work” of the organization, 
and concluded: “I have gained much 
in serving on the Board of Trustees of 
POAU and will continue to help in 
every way possible.” 

Admiral Fitz, like Mr. Watt, is a 
member of the Christian Science 
church. 





Segura 


(Continued from page 2) 

tury, and had fought it not only with 
her theologians and armies but also 
with the Inquisition. In addition to 
the encyclical of Pius XII, Ecclesia 
also cited encyclicals by Pius IX and 
Leo XIII in support of its view, and 
quoted the April 5 issue of the au- 
thoritative Jesuit organ, Civilta Cat- 
tolica (published in Rome), as fol- 
lows: 

“Juridical equality is not ration- 
ally understandable unless it is as- 
sumed that all religions are good and 
true and that, consequently, they are 
equally worthy of the same treatment 
by the civil authority.... The re- 
sults of juridical equality of cults is 
due only to the refusal to recognize 
that the Catholic religion is the only 
true religion and the Catholic church 
the only true church.” 
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THE OBJECTIVES OF POAU 


National 


. To mobilize public opinion in support of religious liberty. 


. To resist every attempt to break down the wall of separation between 


church and state. 


. To oppose the appointment of any U. S. diplomat to the Vatican. 


. To work for the repeal of any law which sanctions the granting of aid to 


church schools from the public school treasury. 


. To invoke the aid of the courts in maintaining the integrity of the Con- 


stitution with respect to the separation of church and state. 


- To unite all patriotic -citizens in a concerted effort to prevent the proposal 


of any bill by Congress which allots to church schools any portion of a 
Federal appropriation for education. 


. To give all possible aid to the citizens of amy State who are seeking to 


protect their public schools from sectarian domination. 


The major purposes of local POAU religious liberty groups include: 


Local 


1. To unite in one group on the local level Americans who will work together to achieve the objectives 


of the national body. 


2. To inaugurate within the local group a program of education upholding our great tradition of religious 
freedom, and to extend that program to the entire community. 


3. To aid vigorously the national POAU movement in attaining its objectives by giving material aid and 


securing new members. 


4. To expose to public view the devious ways in which church-state separation laws are violatéd, and in 
conjunction with national POAU to curb and correct these violations. 


5. To make a positive witness for religious liberty in the community by advocating freedom for all groups 


with malice toward none. 


HOW TO ORGANIZE A POAU CHAPTER 


You may be the person to organize a chapter in your city. Weite to the Department of Organization, POAU, 


1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington 6, D. C., 


1. Take the initiative, and invite 
eight or ten leading laymen and cler- 
gymen to meet and discuss national 
and local problems and opportunities 
for a strong local POAU chapter. 

Appoint a chairman and a com- 
mittee to plan and call another or- 
ganizational meeting within two 
weeks. Report of progress should be 
mailed to national POAU immedi- 
ately. Do not throw the burden of 
organizing a new chapter upon the 
city Ministerial Alliance or Council 
of Churches. 

2. Hold an invitational meeting of 
one or two dozen selected leaders 
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representing many denominations, 
lodges, and educational groups. Have 
a brief educational program, and, if 
possible, have a national POAU staff 
member or a National Advisory 
Councilman speak. Present a plan 
and list of co-operating personnel to 
compose a temporary chapter organ- 
ization committee or “steering com- 
mittee.” 

Select a time and place for the 
formal organization meeting, which 
should be held within a month. 

3. Convene a chapter organization 
meeting in a small but adequate 
church or lodge room. Arrange a pro- 


and ask for additional information. 


gram featuring a carefully selected 
speaker. In the business session, be 
prepared to offer a slate of five officers 
and twelve advisers, but provide for 
nominations from the floor. 


Apply for a charter from national 
POAU to be formally presented at 
the next public meeting. Enroll new 
members for the local chapter. Dues 
will be shared between the local and 
national groups (see Board Rules). 
A program committee should be in- 
structed to provide an agenda of edu- 
cation, membership enrollment, and 
action. 
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Program and Action Ideas for Local Chapters 


Most of the following suggestions are based on the actual expert- 
ence of successful POAU chapters. Further reports of activity are 
welcome and suggestions will be carefully considered. 


SUMMER 


Hold a public meeting with a panel discussion (pro and 
con) on subject: ‘“The Supreme Court Released Time Decision 
and Church-State Separation.’”’ Invite lawyers, clergy, edu- 
cators, and other leaders. 


Instruct chapter executive committee to confer in June 
with Ministerial Alliance or Council officials, urging a city- 
wide Reformation Week (October 28) service, and offering full 
co-operation of local and national POAU leaders. 


Place religious liberty books in all libraries. 


AUTUMN 


Hold election of chapter officers and advisers (unless this 
was done on January 1); or fill in vacancies. Put on a mem- 
bership drive in co-operation with the national office. 


Sponsor a public religious liberty meeting, with help of 
national POAU. Use an outstanding speaker; or hold an 
authentic town meeting. 


Offer to co-sponsor the Reformation Day service on Octo- 
ber 28. 


WINTER 


Appoint a representative to attend the Fifth National 
Conference on Church and State, Constitution Hall, Washing- 
ton, D. C., January 14-15, 1953. 


Hold annual chapter meeting with graphic review of past 
work and dramatic presentation of “the look ahead.”’ Have 
POAU board or staff speaker if possible. Election of officers 
and advisers for 1953. 


Conduct a survey of and report on violations of First 
Amendment in state-supported hospitals, schools, institutions, 
and government units. 


SPRING 


Sponsor POAU mass meeting in large auditorium, with 
nationally known speaker furnished by POAU, on the theme: 
“Are We Winning the Battle for Freedom?”’ 


Set up a graphic and attractive display of posters and lit- 
erature provided by the national office, at national or regional 
denominational, educational, and lodge meetings scheduled in 
your city. 


Have representative report on Washington Conference. 
Junz 1952, Vor. 5 No. 6 





Chapter News 


ARKANSAS 


Little Rock already has a tem- 
porary group of officers selected 
for the organization of a new 
chapter, headed by the Rev. Dr. 
B. H. Duncan, editor of the “Ar- 
kansas Baptist.” The new unit is 
a direct result of the POAU mass 
meeting held in the Immanuel 
Baptist Church. 


CALIFORNIA 


Los Angeles Chapter Presi- 
dent Orley Berg sent a let- 
ter to more than a thousand 
leaders, suggesting a protest in 
Washington against the Vatican 
envoy appointment. On May 20, 
Dr. Carl Henry of Fuller Semi- 
nary and Dr. James Daane of Los 
Angeles spoke on church-state 
separation before 275 persons. 


Oakland had its first current 
organizational meeting on May 
27, with Larry Kimmel of the 
California Taxpayers’ Alliance 
as speaker. Miss Anabel Case 
is playing a leading role. 


FLORIDA 


Miami had its first organiza- 
tional meeting on June 3, when 
A. Edward Wall and the Rev. 


. Roy Lee Barron invited prom- 


inent clergy and lay leaders to 
a meeting in the Central Bap- 
tist Church Chapel. Public reli- 
gious liberty meetings were held 
in March, 1952, in Miami and 
Coral Gables. 


NEW YORK 


Syracuse’s chapter, headed by 
Prof. W. F. Galpin, had POAU’s 
Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer as speaker on national 
problems. 








‘Released Time’ Decision 
Brings Mixed Reactions 


The United States Supreme Court’s 6-3 decision of April 28 upholding the 
constitutionality of “released time” on the New York plan has been hailed 
by some groups and questioned by others. Time magazine, in its news col- 
umns of May 5, referred to the decision as one which “cut a passage through 
the ‘wall of separation between church and state.’ .. .” Comments by sup- 


porters of the decision in some cases 
indicated their belief that such a pas- 
sage needed to be cut, while those 
who criticized the decision invariably 
contended that breaches in the “wall 
of separation,” unless repaired, may 
lead to the destruction of religious 
liberty. 

Charles H. Tuttle, chairman of the 
Greater New York Coordinating 
Committee on Released Time and one 
of the attorneys who argued for the 
system before the Supreme Court, 
praised the decision for excluding 
“any general power in the federal or 
state government to standardize in 
secularism the children of America,” 
and for making clear that “the 
Church is not a poor relation in the 
house of the State.” Msgr. John S. 
Middleton, secretary for education of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York, rejoiced in the decision’s 
assertion that “we are a religious peo- 
ple whose institutions presuppose a 
Supreme Being.” Dr. Erwin L. 
Shaver, director of weekday religious 
education for the National Council of 
Churches, said that the Court had 
sustained “the right of parents to 
direct the education of their chil- 
dren” and that the “green light” 
which the Court had given to “re- 
leased time” would halt “the trend 
toward separate schools among Prot- 
estants....” Denis M. Hurley, New 
York City corporation counsel, ob- 
served that the Court “has brought 
us back to a common-sense approach 
to church-state relationships and has 
limited the implications and emo- 
tional overtones which might have 
flown from a logical application of the 
language in the McCollum case... .” 


“New and Grave Doubts” 


On the other hand, The Christian 
Century, widely known undenomina- 
tional weekly, predicted in its May 14 
issue that “a reflective appraisal” of 
the decision “will presently mute any 
hosannas.” Questioning ‘the sweep- 
ing rhetorical generalities of Justice 
Douglas’ decision,” the magazine’s 
editors said that it widened “an area 
of doubt which the Everson and Mc- 
Collum decisions had tried to nar- 
row,” and warned the churches that 
“victory here may pave the way to 
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calamitous later invasions of the sep- 
aration principle. . . .” Zions Herald, 
Methodist weekly, observed that the 
Court’s decision did not alter “our 
basic contention that, regardless of 
the legality of such a [“released 
time’”’] program, this method of reli- 
gious instruction is fundamentally un- 
sound and unwise,” and that it “nei- 
ther provides adequate instruction in 
many instances, nor serves the pur- 
pose of encouraging religious thought 
and action among children.” Robert 
E. Segal, executive director of the 
Jewish Community Council of Metro- 
politan Boston, declared: “Our Coun- 
cil concluded in 1949 that the Re- 
leased Time program did not provide 
adequate religious education. We 
pointed out that ample facilities al- 
ready existed for furnishing religious 
education to all Jewish children in 
Boston after school hours on week 
days and also on Saturdays and Sun- 
days. We stated then and we reiterate 
now that by taking the steps we took, 
the Council believes it will make a 
contribution toward the maintenance 
of our public school system as a great 
democratic institution. . . .” 


Call to Action 


Another journal which regarded 
the decision as “a serious setback in 
the struggle to uphold religious lib- 
erty” nevertheless saw in it, also, a 
lesson for democratic groups which 
should spur them to action. This was 
the Congress Weekly, official organ 
of the American Jewish Congress, 
which commented: 

“A continuing and_ unrelenting 
campaign must be carried on to in- 
terpret the significance for religious 
liberty and American democracy of 
the principle of separation. In that 
campaign, the energies of educators, 
enlightened clergymen of all faiths, 
social workers, defenders of civil lib- 
erties must be merged and coordi- 
nated. Last year’s White House 
Mid-Century Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth spoke the view of 
the majority of the American people 
on the issue. The majority must be- 
come as articulate and militant as 
the minority which has succeeded in 
impairing the principle. Vigilance 


AP Errs—Late Msgr. Kaas 
Was No ‘Anti-Fascist’ 


An April 25 Associated Press dis. 
patch from Rome reported the death 
of “a former Apostolic Nuncio to his 
native Germany, where in the days 
following the first World War he was 
a supporter of President Paul yop 
Hindenberg and often attacked the 
Fascist leadership of Adolf Hitler,” 
The name of the prelate is given in 
the story as Msgr. Ludwig Kaas— 
but a glance at Kaas’s actual record 
in German politics reveals that any 
description of him as an attacker of 
“Fascist leadership” is grossly mis- 
leading. 

Among the references to Kaas in 
James Hastings Nichols’ solid work, 
Democracy and the Churches (West- 
minster Press, 1951) are the follow- 
ing: “‘. . antidemocratic Catholic 
politicians, Bruning, Kaas, von 
Papen, aided and abetted by the nun- 
cio, Pacelli,” caused the Catholic 
Center Party to function as “the 
midwife to Nazi dictatorship.” “Pro. 
fessor Kaas of Bonn became chair- 
man [at the end of 1928] of the 
[Catholic Center] party, a man who 
had recently distinguished himself by 
supporting the nationalist efforts of 
Hugenberg and Hitler to hamstring 
Stresemann’s negotiations with the 
Western powers.” “In March [1933], 
Bruning and Kaas agreed to deliver 
the Center’s votes for Hitler’s ‘En- 
abling Enactment’ giving dictatorial 
powers.” 

Further information on Kaas’s at- 
titude towards Nazism is contained 
in Avro Manhattan’s book, The Vat- 
ican in World Politics (Gaer Asso- 
ciates, 1949), including a direct quo- 
tation from Kaas describing Hitler as 
“the bearer of high ideals who will 
do all that is necessary to save the 
nation from catastrophe.” 

The truth is that Kaas differed with 
Hitler only when he felt that the dic- 
tator was not living up to the bargain 
which he had made with the Roman 
Catholic Church. Perhaps the Asso- 
ciated Press, in its review of the late 
Msgr. Kaas’s career, was only trying 
to “speak well of the dead.” But 
is it necessary to distort history in 
order to do so? 





must be exercised to make certain 
that the limitations set forth in the 
New York decision are respected 
wherever released time programs may 
operate. And an expanding body of 
data must be gathered on the intru- 
sion of sectarianism in the school 
system... .” 
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‘Majority’ Faith Proper 
In Schools—O’ Neill 


Majority rule should prevail even 
in matters of conscience, Dr. James 
M. O’Neill, Brooklyn College speech 
professor and author of Catholicism 
and American Freedom (see com- 
ment in Church and State Newsletter, 
April and May, 1952), maintained 
recently at a conference on religion 
and public education, held in New 
York under the sponsorship of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. The panel on which Dr. 
O'Neill appeared was also addressed 
by Dr. Bernard J. Bamberger, for- 
mer president of the Synagogue 
Council of America, and Dr. F. Er- 
nest Johnson, research director of the 
National Council of Churches. 

As reported in the New York 
Times, “Dr. O’Neill held that reli- 
gious classes in public schools were 
all right if allowed by state consti- 
tutions and if the bulk of the citizens 
ina community desired it.” In tak- 
ing this position, Dr. O’Neill was 
proposing the very thing which he 
has repeatedly and falsely accused 
Paul Blanshard of advocating—“the 
moral infallibility of the political ma- 
jority.” By contrast, Blanshard has 
always consistently championed the 
ideal of a democratic state which 
makes political decisions by majority 
tule at the same time that it guar- 
antees full freedom of thought and 
expression to minorities. In oppos- 
ing Roman Catholic ideals of church- 
state union and political repression 
of religious minorities (as in Spain, 
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Disciples, Baptists Take 
Stand on Schools, Vatican 


The Disciples of Christ and the 
American Baptist Convention, holding 
simultaneous annual meetings in 
Chicago recently, adopted resolutions 
on federal aid to public schools and 
hospitals, and on U. S. diplomatic re- 
lations with the Vatican. 

The Disciples <alled for federal aid 
for public grade and high schools on 
a basis of need and with no funds 
going to non-public schools, and in 
another resolution declared that hos- 
pitals receiving federal funds should 
be forbidden to “impose any religious 
dogma” on doctors as a condition for 
their practice at the hospital. 

The American Baptist Convention 
urged action in the political field 
against the resumption of U. S. re- 
lations with the Vatican on any diplo- 
matic level, high or low. 











Portugal, Argentina, etc.), Blanshard 
has never questioned the right of 
American Catholics to criticize ma- 
jority views in this country. Dr. 
O’Neill, on the other hand, insists 
that religious “majorities” have the 
right to use the public schools for the 
propagation of their doctrines, over 
the protests of minority groups who 
do not wish to be “converted” at 
public expense. 


Other Views 


Dr. Johnson, who agreed with the 
Catholic author in favoring “re- 
leased time” for religious education, 
balked at Dr. O’Neill’s idea of insti- 
tuting formal doctrinal instruction in 
the public schools. Dr. Bamberger 
opposed such instruction “even on a 
supposedly non-sectarian basis.” 


Apostolic Delegate 


(Continued from page 1) 


when Mr. Myron Taylor was in Rome as 
the President’s Personal Representative to 
His Holiness the Pope, when normal com- 
munication facilities were non-existent, the 
Apostolic Delegate was permitted as a 
courtesy to forward official communica- 
tions to the Vatican in Department of State 
diplomatic pouches, with payment of full 
postage. This courtesy was terminated in 
1947, by which time normal channels of 
communication had been re-established. 
“Archbishop Cicognani is in possession 
of a Vatican diplomatic passport, and 
while a ‘diplomatic’ visa has been stamped 
in his passport, this is in accordance with 
the long-established visa procedure in such 
cases, which provides that high ecclesi- 
astical dignitaries in possession of diplo- 
matic passports may be granted ‘diplo- 
matic’ temporary visitors’ visas without any 
implication of official status. The term 
‘high ecclesiastical dignitary’ would in- 
clude, among others, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Apostolic Delegate of the 
Holy See, and dignitaries of the Greek 
Orthodox Church and other churches. 
[Neither the Archbishop of Canterbury nor 
any dignitary of the Greek Orthodox or 
other non-Catholic churches is “in pos- 
session of diplomatic passports,” for those 
churches do not pretend to be “states.” 
Thus, the State Department’s reply on this 
point is wholly specious——Editor’s note.] 


“In the light of these considerations, you 
will appreciate that the Archbishop’s sta- 
tus is now that of a temporary visitor un- 
der the provisions of Section 3 (2) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 as amended, and, 
as such, he is subject to the rules, regu- 
lations, and laws applicable to other aliens 
lawfully admitted into the United States 
for temporary periods. 


“I might add that when Archbishop 
Cicognani last entered the United States, 
in 1950, he was granted a 3 (1) or official 
visa. It was subsequently determined, 
however, that as a high ecclesiastical dig- 
nitary of the Holy See he might more 
appropriately be issued a diplomatic tem- 
porary visitor’s visa, as set forth in the 
preceding paragraphs.” 
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‘Our Sunday Visitor’ Is Offered 
‘Newsletter’ Space for Charges 


POAU’s “Church and State Newsletter” is accused by the Roman Catholic weekly, 
“Our Sunday Visitor” (May 18 issue), of “bad faith,” “refusal to retract charges after 
they are proved to be false,” and “poisoning the minds” of its readers. No specific 
examples of the “Newsletter’s” alleged falsehoods are given in the “Visitor's” front- 
page story, which is headlined, “Anti-Catholicism Due to Malice, Misinformation.” In 
order to facilitate a debate on the merits of this question, the editors of the “Church 
and State Newsletter” do here and now publicly offer to the editors of “Our Sunday 
Visitor” one full page (approximately 1,000 words) in any forthcoming issue of the 
“Church and State Newsletter,” in which space the “Visitor's” editors may give de- 
tails on some, at least, of their charges of falsehood—provided that the editors of “Our 
Sunday Visitor” will set aside comparable space in the “Visitor” for the “Newsletter” 
editors to reply. 

The Our Sunday Visitor Press publishes, in addition to its weekly newspaper, a 
steady stream of scurrilous pamphlets upon which the “Church and State Newsletter” 
has occasionally commented (e. g., issues of May, 1951, and February, 1952). So far, 
the “Visitor” has replied to the “Newsletter’s” charge only with billingsgate, not with 


evidence. 





—The Editors 








Catholic Policy on Birth 


Control Seen as Shifting 


Expressing his faith that “in a de- 
mocracy like ours, truth will win out 
if we have a free market place of 
public thought,” Morris L. Ernst, 
prominent attorney, told a recent 
meeting of the New York State 
League for Planned Parenthood that 
the Roman Catholic Church has al- 
ready tacitly modified its opposition 
to birth control on two occasions in 
the past, and may do so again in the 
future. 

According to Ernst, the first 
“shift” in Catholic policy occurred 
in 1930 when theologians condoned 
the so-called “rhythm” method of 
birth control, and the second “shift”’ 
occurred last October when Pope Pius 
XII issued a set of directives which 
seem to leave the door slightly ajar 
for family limitation on stringent “ec- 
onomic” grounds. “TI feel,” he said, 
“we're now in for a real shift in terms 


of Catholic opposition to planned 
parenthood.” 


Only nine days after Ernst’s talk, 
however, the United Nations World 
Health Organization (WHO) was 
warned that the governments of 
“Catholic” countries would boycott 
it if a Norwegian resolution recom- 
mending study of population and 
health problems were adopted. The 
resolution, introduced at Geneva by 
Norway’s Dr. Karl Evang, called up- 
on the WHO to set up an expert com- 
mittee to study and report on the 
health aspects of the population prob- 
lem “under existing conditions.” But 
Eire’s delegate, Dr. J. D. MacCor- 
mack, declared that passage of the 
resolution would mean that the WHO 
would lose not only the “good will 
of many governments, but even their 
support.” After Dr. P. J. Van De 
Calseyde of Belgium introduced a 
counter resolution backed by Italy 
and Lebanon, the international health 
organization tabled the issue entirely. 
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Megahey Addresses } 


Chicago Rallies 


Dr. Thomas Megahey, pastor of 
Faith Presbyterian Church and re. 
cording secretary of the Chicago 
POAU chapter, addressed two chap- 


ter-sponsored meetings in April. Host — 


pastors at the two meetings were Dr, 
Leslie T. Pennington of the First 
Unitarian Church and H. L. Thom. 
sen of the Humboldt Park Seventh. 
day Adventist Church. 

Dr. Megahey related some of his 
early experiences in Northern Ireland, 
where he was born, and said that 
untold suffering has been caused by 
the manipulation of government by 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Appearing on the platform with 
Dr. Megahey, in addition to the host 
pastors, were Dr. John W. Harms, 
executive vice-president of the 
Church Federation of Greater Chica- 
go; C. Ray Kinney, pastor of the 
West Centra! Seventh-day Adventist 
Church; and Claude Miller, pastor 
of the North Shore Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist Church. 





Supreme Court Reverses 
Banning of ‘Miracle’ 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of New York, 
has suffered another major de- 
feat in his campaign to impose cleri- 
cal control on American culture. The 
United States Supreme Court, in a 
unanimous decision announced just 
as this issue goes to press, ruled un- 
constitutional a New York State ban 
on the showing of the Italian motion 
picture, “The Miracle,” which had 
been branded “sacrilegious” by Car- 
dinal Spellman some eighteen months 
ago (Church and State Newsletter, 
January and February, 1951). 

Justice Tom Clark, speaking for 
the Court, declared that “the basic 
principles of freedom of speech and 
the press, like the First Amendment's 
command, do not vary.” He said that 
the New York ban was “substantially 
unbridled censorship” undertaken to 
prevent free discussion of religion. A 
concurring opinion written by Justice 
Felix Frankfurter examined the his- 
tory of the concept of “sacrilege,” and 
concluded that public authorities in a 
democracy are not empowered to ex- 
pound its definition. ; 

A detailed analysis of the decision 
will appear in the July Church and 
State Newsletter. 
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